The No-Nonsense Breed
Origin of the Breed
Most likely one of the best known and oldest crossbreed practices is crossbreeding the Afrikaner and the
Simmentaler. Older farmers will often talk about the economic and breeding benefits this crossbreed has brought to
their commercial cattle herds over the years. Because of the proven results of this farming practice a few farmers
decided to establish a new recognised breed of cattle, the Afrisim. On the 11th of August 2005, these Afrikaner and
Simmentaler breeders came together and decided to establish an official breed originally consisting of 50% Afrikaner
and 50% Simmentaler and have it officially recognised by registering the breed with Studbook, under the protection of
the Afrikaner Cattle Breeders’ Society. The percentages and composition of the two breeds have since been amended
and the only criterion for F1 generation is that the initial breeding should consist of registered Afrikaner or registered
Simmentaler bulls.
In 2009 the Afrisim received official recognition as a new developing breed. Breeders can now register their cattle with
Studbook and receive all the benefits it entails.
General Description
A medium-framed yellow to red coat, usually with a white patch on the forehead. A few white patches on the body are
also acceptable. The coat should be smooth and shiny – a legacy from the Afrikaner – in order to repel external
parasites such as ticks and flies. Exceptional walking ability, easy calving and adaptability to the harsh, unpredictable
South African weather and grazing conditions are essential to maintain the breed’s no-nonsense farming reputation.
The carcass has good depth with a strong muscular back and well defined loin. All progeny are dehorned at an early
age to ensure easy handling in controlled circumstances. Polled calves occasionally occur. Bulls have a slight
cervical-thoracic hump and dewlap, though not as pronounced as the Afrikaner. Cows are feminine with a sloping
rump for easy calving and achieve early sexual maturity due to the influence of the Simmentaler. They are well known
for their easy calving ability and excellent mothering skills. The one very important and unique legacy from the
Afrikaner is the double gene that ensures tender meat when insisting on Afrisim cuts.
Qualities:


Heat, parasite and disease tolerant.



Good walking and grazing ability.



Easy calving.



Exceptional mothering qualities.



Longevity.



Exceptional quality meat.



Performs well in feed lot.



No-nonsense minimum care, maximum profit breed.



Easy handling in controlled circumstances, due to their placid temperament.

Averages
♂ 900 - 1 200kg

MATURE WEIGHT

♀ 450 - 600kg

BIRTH WEIGHT

♀ + ♂ 35kg

205 DAY WEIGHT (WEANING)

♀ + ♂ 219kg

18 MONTHS

♀ 344kg

PHASE C - ADG

♂ 1 771g

PHASE C - FCR

♂ 5.71kg

AGE FIRST CALF

♀ 24 - 39 months

INTER-CALVING PERIOD

♀ 423 days
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